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a helpful guide in this important class of diseases. To the surgeon 
and specialist it will prove invaluable, while to the student of the 
many problems in hepatic pathology still awaiting solution it will 
prove an authentic guide of the highest order. E. Y. D. 


The Surgery op the Diseases of the Appendix Vermiformis 
and Their Complications. By William Henry Battle, 
F.R.C.S., Surgeon to St. Thomas’ Hospital, etc., and Eldred 
M- Corner, M.B., B.C., F.R.C.S., Surgeon in Charge of Out 
Patients to St. Thomas’ Hospital, etc. Chicago: W. T. Keener 
Co., 1905. • 8 

This small volume, comprising about 200 pages, contains some 
very useful information on the subject of appendicitis, which it 
states in a very clear and concise manner. . A brief, interesting his¬ 
tory of the disease is given, and considerable space, is allotted to 
the discussion of the diagnosis and the various complications of 
the disease. The methods for the removal of the appendix are 
described, especially the one practised by the authors— i. e., “tem¬ 
porary displacement of the rectus abdominis.” The last chapter 
is devoted to the subject of the relation of appendicitis to the selec¬ 
tion for life insurance, and a number of rules for insurance examiners 
are given. The book is well written and we can highly commend 
it to surgeons as well as general practitioners. C. F. M. 


Electricite Medicale. Par le Docteur H. Gtjilleminot. 

Avec 79 figures dans le texte et 8 planches hors texte. Paris: G. 

Steinheil, 1905. 

In this book of 613 pages the author has given on the whole an 
excellent and. conservative description of modern electrotherapeu¬ 
tics. In addition to those subjects, including the :c-rays, usually 
treated of in such works, we find considerable attention given to 
the effects and employment therapeutically of agents having elec¬ 
tricity as a generator— i. e., ozone, vibratory massage, phototherapy, 
and thermotherapy. The newer forms of the electric current 
employed in medicine,, as the-sinusoidal, undulatory, and high- 
frequency, receive considerable attention. The sections upon the 
physics, physiological action, and therapeutic^ of currents of 
high frequency are of especial value, as would be expected from a 
French author, the electrotherapeutists of that nation having done 
so much for the advancement of this modality as a therapeutic 
agent. Under the description of the reaction of degeneration con¬ 
siderable space is devoted to possible explanations of the reasons for 
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the occurrence of this phenomenon and the experiments of Wiener, 
May, and Joteyko are fully detailed. A novel feature of the book 
is that instead of devoting a separate section to electrodiagnosis 
this is discussed in all cases in which the electricity is of aid in the 
diagnosis in connection with the description of the therapeutic 
procedures of use in the disease. This is an innovation in arrange¬ 
ment of considerable convenience. In this connection it is peculiar 
that two such valuable diagnostic aids as the myotonic and myas¬ 
thenic reactions are not described. In discussing the treatment of 
aneurysm by electrolysis the excellent work of American operators, 
as D. D. Stewart, Hunner, and others, is not mentioned. The 
illustrations are not numerous, but among them are some very 
useful plates showing the motor points. These differ from those 
usually found in the text-books in that the motor points of all the 
muscles supplied by a certain nerve are represented by the same 
color; thus the motor points of all those muscles supplied by the 
median nerve are colored red, by the ulnar blue, and so on. This 
arrangement has also been independently adopted by Mosher, of 
Albany, in his work on electrodiagnosis. In conclusion it can be 
said that this book will prove of service to all interested in electro¬ 
therapeutics. C. S. P. 


Pneumonia and Pneumococcus Infections. By Robert B. 

Preble, A.B., M.D., Professor of Medicine, Northwestern Uni¬ 
versity. Illustrated. Chicago: Cloyd J. Head & Co., 1905. 

Dr. Preble's subject is handled in the most satisfactory manner, 
the book considering pneumonia carefully in every aspect. A 
series of 3600 cases of pneumonia reported by six observers has 
been collected by the author, and these cases have been used in the 
compilation of statistical tables and charts bearing on almost every 
feature of the disease. By taking such a large number of cases 
reported by so small a number of men a high degree of uniformity 
of observation is secured; and since pneumonia differs to such a 
marked extent in different localities and in different years the 
average percentages are made nearly exact by the fact that the 
individual reporters are of different nationalities and report cases 
occurring in different epidemics. It is of distinct advantage to 
have definite figures showing the average frequency of occurrence 
of the various symptoms and complications and the average time 
at which these are likely to appear, and such figures are not readily 
found. 

Outside of the statistical features there is little new or original 
matter in the book, but so much space is devoted to each symptom 



